
Shipbourne School Home Learning Principles 

As you navigate your way through teaching and learning from home, we are very aware that 
at times, the responsibility and sheer quantity of tasks may become overwhelming.  

Every child, family and home context are different, and there is no right way to do things. 
What you know about your child and what they are telling you, either verbally or in their 
behaviour, will help you decide what is best and when. What someone else is doing may not 
be right for you and your child.  

Effective learning takes place when there is: 

• Emotional warmth, security & feelings of control 
• Appropriate levels of cognitive challenge 
• Lots of opportunity and encouragement to speak and reflect on their own learning 

Learning should be about the process not the task – getting the job done is only a small part 
of the outcome and whether you get just a little done or work successfully though everything, 
the level of learning may be the same. 

A child’s individual learning characteristic will determine the way they respond to both the 
teaching and learning taking place in the environment.  However, three characteristics of 
effective teaching and learning identified in Early Years but that remain applicable as children 
develop are: 

• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’; 
• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 

and enjoy achievements; and 
• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make 

links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

As you and your child decide how to use your time and what tasks to focus on, the 
following principles will be helpful 

• Children benefit from a positive distraction free environment in which to work.  

• Routines and goal setting are important (see attached and the following video 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/videos/EEF_Supporting_daily_routines_during_school_closures.mp4) 

• Children benefit from the ability to work together with their parents on their learning and/or 

to discuss their progress and related thinking.  

• Learning should enable children to practice, apply and extend their skills and knowledge. 

• The level of challenge should be just right – if it is too easy or too hard, learning will not 

happen. 

• When learning is explained to another child or adult, it is more deeply rooted in long-term 

memory.  

• Tasks with more open-ended outcomes will promote personalised learning, enabling a child 

to make more decisions.  

• Learning should be rooted in harnessing a child’s curiosity about the world around them; it 

should foster interest and excitement, motivating the children to become life-long learners. 

• Decision making, organisation and personal responsibility for learning should be 

developed.  

• Opportunities should be provided to develop a range of knowledge and skills across all 

areas of the curriculum in new and different contexts. 

• Learning outcomes should be valued, shared and celebrated, developing a sense of pride.  


