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Thursday 25th June 2020 

Dear Parents, 
 
What a lovely week of sun we have had! The children have certainly made the best of the good weather with some even 
doing their weekly yoga on the grass this morning. School continues to go well, and we hope that you are all finding the 
adjustment to a slightly busier way of life a positive one. There is still much change and decision making ahead, and we 
continue to await government guidance so that we can begin planning for September. However, it remains our hope that 
all children will be able to join us. In whatever form we return, we will extend hours to include Fridays from the start of 
term, but as per my earlier email, it is very unlikely that there will be any before or after school provision for some time. 
Having reviewed this term’s provision, we continue to need to close on a Friday to give staff time to plan, engage with 
home learning and complete administration tasks. This release time is vital and cannot be covered in class hours as it 
would involve additional staff working with ‘bubbles’. We also feel that the majority of children continue to need a little 
extra time at home as they readapt to school learning – by Thursday evening they are exhausted. 
 
With the majority of school communications coming via email now, please do check accounts and spam folders regularly 
so that you do not miss any important messages. Thank you to those of you who have already returned wellbeing 
questionnaires and responded to the invitation for a parent teacher telephone consultation before the end of term. If 
your child is in year 4 or 5, you will also have been sent an email about next year’s PGL trip which also requires a response.  
 
We currently continue to be unable to send school reading books home and understand that this has made it harder to 
read with your child. Unfortunately, we are required to quarantine books for 72 hours once used, and we currently do not 
have enough stock to provide any meaningful routine beyond how we are using them in school. We do encourage you to 
continue using Oxford Reading Owl and the Kent libraries online resources plus their real books when libraries reopen. I 
have attached a reading list from Miss Pitcher to support you in choosing good quality books for your child now and over 
the summer break. In school, all children are reading regularly from the school stock, and we are very pleased with their 
progress and engagement so far.  
 
Children have been enjoying a more relaxed lunch routine and have been able to picnic outside most days so far. Please 
can we ask for your help in providing a healthy snack for playtime and to include a spoon if your child has a yoghurt in 
their lunch box. For all snacks and lunch, please do not include any nuts or sweets and avoid frequently including 
chocolate or crisps. As the summer continues, sun lotion, sun hats and water remain vital (don’t forget those extra layers 
and rain macs if the forecast is looking less exciting). Children should wear trainers and clothing suitable for PE on a 
Tuesday and Thursday. They will continue to need a towel or yoga mat on Thursdays until the end of term. 
 
Please remember to stick to the set drop off and collection times for your child’s group. It is also really important that you 
do not use the zig-zag lines for drop-off or pick up and that you move on quickly. We will continue with staggered drop off 
and collection times in September as this system is working well and also prevents a build-up of parked cars in Back Lane. 
 
Finally, please don’t forget to send in short videos to say farewell to our year 6s – I have had none so far. The deadline 
is next Friday to give us time to collate the final presentation. 
 
Best wishes for a lovely weekend. 
Terri Daters 
Head of School 
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